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Holiday Happenings
A flurry of festive events, concerts and
performances to get you in the sprit. 

Arts & Culture
Powerful Giving

Major gifts can change not only
the nonprofit that receives them,

but the community and the
cause they serve.
By Sean P. Johnson

At Home
Light up for the Holidays

Festive knows no bounds for some
Fox Cities residents when it comes
to creating a holiday light display.
These choreographed light and
sound displays will brighten up

your holidays.
By Susannah Gilbert

Dining
Avoiding the Post-Holiday

Spread
The food traditions of the holidays
are an important part of the season.
But they can also add inches to your

waistline. But you don’t have to
sacrifice one or the other. 

By Sean P. Johnson

u Community advocates argue for arts 
as a basic need.

u Downtown prepares for a festive 
shop-till-you drop event.

u Vote for your favorite picture of 
“the place we call home.” 

PLUS...
∂ Expanded Calendar Listings Our online events calendar is updated

daily with concerts, classes, exhibits and more. Find out “What’s Going
On” every day of the week. 

∂ Dining Directory FOX CITIES Magazine’s dining guide is searchable by
region and offers information on hundreds of area restaurants from fine
dining to casual eats. 

∂ Blog Follow our staff blog for an inside look at Fox Cities’ dining, arts and
cultural happenings. 

∂ Downloadable Edition Did you know FOX CITIES Magazine is
available for download on our website? Simply click on the magazine cover! 

On the Cover
A scene from Nutcracker at the Castle. Photo courtesy of Paine Art Center & Gardens.
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An eclectic symphony of stringed instruments fills the walls and surfaces of Bruce Lee Rose’s home
and studio in residential Neenah.
Sleek, wood bodies for electric guitars, gourd banjos, guitar and bass necks and cigar boxes await a

combining hand that will turn them from assorted parts into finely tuned instruments.
Rose has been building and repairing stringed instruments for more

than 30 years. While he considers his work a hobby, he rattles of the types
of instruments he has worked on as if reading a career resume.

“Lots of guitars and ukuleles, mandolins
and banjos and hurdy-gurdies, dulcimers and
hammer dulcimers, acoustic guitars, classical
guitars,” Rose says. “I just like tinkering and
fixing things, and once you get into it, and
you’re repairing them and setting them up,
then you kind of realize, well, you could just
make your own.”

Instruments have always been a part of his life. Now, in retirement, he
has introduced a new element into the artistry of his design - the cigar box.

Part of his inspiration came from a fellow performer. He saw Sturgeon Bay musician and Steel
Bridge Songfest cofounder Pat MacDonald performing with one.

“I liked what he did with it and it didn’t look like it would be very hard to make,” says Rose. 
“I went home and made one and it was a lot of fun. People started wanting to buy the ones I made, 
so I made another and I just eventually kind of got bit by the bug.”

Family history also inspired Rose - his great-great-
grandfather carried a cigar box fiddle with him while fighting
for the Union during the Civil War. “There was a whole family
background, going back a hundred and fifty years,” he says.

A guitar player since his childhood, Rose will often start to
play one of his creations while showing it.

His musical creations start simply enough, with a used
wooden cigar box, usually acquired from cigar stores, a maple
board and some strings. Rose also incorporates the techniques
of a modern-day luthier, using geared tuners, modern fretwire
and even making electric instruments using pickups he wires.

Rose has orders for his instruments coming from as far as
China and Australia, but he and his wife show and sell much
of his work during appearances at summer art fairs.

“We’d walk around art fairs and say, ‘you know, there’s no instruments, nothing like that here, just
jewelry and clothes and different things,’” MaryAnn Rose says of the decision to show at art fairs.

“I always loved music and I always loved working with wood,” says Rose. His intricate instruments
are a reminder there is more to art than painting or photography and that the elegant functionality of
stringed instruments is certainly an art form all it’s own.

While opportunities to see Rose’s work exist largely during the summer art fair season, his next
stop is the Holiday Art Fair at the Madison Museum of Contemporary Art on Nov. 22–24.

More information about Bruce Rose, his instruments and where to see them can be found at
roseinstruments.com.

— by Susannah Gilbert

Name: Bruce Lee Rose
Residence: Appleton
Medium: Cigar box
string instruments

Price range: $75–500

       artist spotlight

Recognize this local
architectural detail?

Send us your answer along with 
your name and address by 

November 11, 2013.

Correct submissions will be 
entered in a drawing for a
$25 gift certificate to

1011 W. College Ave., Appleton
920-733-2853

www.glassonion.biz

H I D D E N
IN PLAIN SIGHT

Submit your entry to
info@foxcitiesmagazine.com

or

FOX CITIES Magazine
P.O. Box 2496

Appleton, WI 54912

The largest selection of beads in
Northeast Wisconsin!

OCTOBER WINNER
Susan Keepman, Appleton

correctly answered the Between the Locks
Building in Appleton
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Some ornaments you handle with extra-special care, making
sure to find a prominent bough from which to hang them…

ornamentalElegance
“Have You Hugged
Your Dog Today?”

OLD WORLD CHRISTMAS®

Thornberry Cottage
345 Cardinal Lane, Green Bay

920-434-1542

Virgil’s Friendship Ball
Handblown in Appalachia

Bergstrom-Mahler 
Museum of Glass Gift Shop
165 N. Park Ave, Neenah

920-751-4658

believe. have faith. love.
Mercury Glass Ornament

Cedar Harbor
611 N. Morrison St., Appleton

920-740-4669

Retro Rider
Repurposed Toy Ornament

Vintique
131 W. Wisconsin Ave., Neenah

920-727-7060

Wise Guy

Neville Public Museum
210 Museum Place, Green Bay

920-448-4460

Gift Peddler
GALLERIE II™

Glitter Metal Ornament

Scatter Joy!
1879 N. Casaloma Dr.,

Appleton
920-739-6123

Snowy Good Times
“Snow” Filled Glass Ornament

Thornberry Cottage
345 Cardinal Lane, 

Green Bay
920-434-1542

Dragonfly
Glass Ornament

The Wreath Factory
N6625 Hwy. 57, Plymouth

920-893-8700

Hoot Owl
Mercury Glass Ornament

Vintique
131 W. Wisconsin Ave., Neenah

920-727-7060

Team Spirit

Neville Public Museum
210 Museum Place, Green Bay

920-448-4460

Whimsical Snowman
Blown Glass Ornament

The Wreath Factory
220 Main St., Menasha

920-886-9989

Cozy Christmas Star
Felt Ornament

A’dore on the Avenue
508 W. College Ave., Appleton

920-574-2504

Trees Rule!
Wooden Ruler Ornament

Scatter Joy!
1879 N. Casaloma Dr., Appleton

920-739-6123

Snow Magic
Handmade Felt Ornament

Cedar Harbor
611 N. Morrison St., Appleton

920-740-4669



not to be missed November calendar of events

arts events
1 | Fox Valley Symphony & Patti

LuPone 
7:30pm. Fox Cities Performing Arts
Center, Appleton. 730-3760. 

1-2 | Lawrence University Theatre
Production: “The Sweetest
Swing in Baseball”
A struggling artist recovering in the
hospital from a mental breakdown
decides to extend her stay by
pretending to be Major League
baseball player Darryl Strawberry. Fr,
8pm; Sa, 3 & 8pm. Stansbury
Theatre, Appleton. 832-6612.

2 | International Chamber Soloists
Dmitri Berlinsky & a group of soloists
from around the world perform.
7:30pm. Ralph Holter Auditorium,
Green Bay. 338-1801.

3 | Sunday Concert Series: Folk
Music w/ Anne Hills
2pm. Neenah Public Library. 886-6315.

3 | Lawrence Baroque’s Faculty
Recital 
Featuring Matt Michelic, viola, &
Carl Rath, bassoon. 7:30pm. Harper
Hall, Music-Drama Center,
Appleton. 832-6612.

3 | Lawrence Symphony Orchestra
Chamber Concert. 6:30pm. Lawrence
Memorial Chapel, Appleton. 832-6612. 

8–9 | Lawrence University Jazz
Celebration Weekend
Featuring the Kate McGarry Quartet
& The Yellowjackets. McGarry is
recognized as a jazz artist who brings
authenticity & vitality to a wide
range of material. The Yellowjackets’
stylistic hybridity has solidified the
group’s status as one of jazz’s most
enduring & wide-reaching outfits. F–
Sa, 7:30pm. Lawrence Memorial
Chapel, Appleton. 
832-6749.

9 | Green Bay Symphony Orchestra:
Heritage Celebration �
Celebrate 3 eras in Northeast
Wisconsin heritage–First Nations,
French exploration & European
immigration–w/ great music. Before
the concert, enjoy lobby displays by
area historical organizations. 7:30pm.
Weidner Center for the Performing
Arts, Green Bay. 435-3465.

9 | Green Apple Folk Open Mic 7
5 local performers & groups will each
share their favorite original &
traditional folk tunes. 7:30pm.
Harmony Café, Appleton. 982-2890. 

9 | Saturday Night Dances �
Karavan the Band, 50s–70s Rock,
Surf, 60s Pop British Invasion.
6:30pm. Thompson Community
Center, Appleton. 225-1700. 

9 | An Evening w/ Tom Papa. 
Known for his many appearances on
late night TV. 7:30pm. Capitol Civic
Centre, Manitowoc. 683-2184.

9 | Kohler Memorial Theatre
Distinguished Guest Series: Air
Supply
Opening show of the 70th season.
8pm. Kohler. 458-1972.

10 | Lawrence University Horn
Ensemble 
5pm. Lawrence Memorial Chapel,
Appleton. 832-6612.

10 | Oshkosh Youth Symphony
Orchestra and Philharmonia
Fall Concert. 6:30pm. UW–Oshkosh
Music Hall, Oshkosh. 233-7510.

10 | Masters of the Fiddle: Natalie
MacMaster & Donnell Leahy
7pm. Door Community Auditorium,
Fish Creek. 868-2728.

10 | Lawrence University Faculty
Recital
Catherine Kautsky, piano. 8pm.
Lawrence Memorial Chapel,
Appleton. 832-6612.

10 | Music @ the Library. 7
Featuring Randy Funk performing
originals & covers by The Beatles,
Louis Armstrong, Motown artists &
more. 2pm. Appleton Public Library.
832-6173. 

12 | Jazz at the Trout: We Six
Concert �
7:30pm. McKnight & Carlson,
Appleton. 733-4089.

12, 14 | Flamenco Vivo Carlota
Santana
Flamenco Vivo returns to the Arts
Center w/ The Soul of Flamenco, a
fierce & eclectic program of Spanish
dance & music featuring lamenting
solos, sizzling duets, & festive
company dances. Tu, 6:30pm; Th,
7:30pm. John Michael Kohler Arts
Center, Sheboygan. 458-6144. 

12–17 | Flashdance – The Musical
Tu–F, 7:30pm; Sa, 2 & 7:30pm; Su, 1
& 6:30pm. Fox Cities Performing
Arts Center. 730-3760. 

13 | Lawrence University String
Chamber 
Recital. 8pm. Harper Hall, Music-
Drama Center, Appleton. 832-6612.

15–16, 21–23 | The Other Place
The puzzling & darkly comedic story
of Juliana Smithton, a successful
neurologist w/ an increasingly
troubled life. 15–22, 7pm; 23, 2pm.
UWFox Theatre, Menasha. 832-2646. 

15 | Lawrence University Choirs
Concert. 8pm. Lawrence Memorial
Chapel, Appleton. 832-6612.

16 | Lawrence University ViBE
(Viking Bassoon Ensemble)
Concert. 3pm. Harper Hall,
Appleton. 832-6612

17 | Lawrence University Percussion
Ensemble 
Concert. 3pm. Lawrence Memorial
Chapel, Appleton. 832-6612.

17 | Lawrence University
Composition Studio
Recital. 5pm. Harper Hall, Music-
Drama Center, Appleton. 832-6612.

17 | Lawrence University Symphony
Orchestra 
Concert. 8pm. Lawrence Memorial
Chapel, Appleton. 832-6612.

18 | Lawrence University Jazz Small
Groups 
Concert. 8pm. Harper Hall, Music-
Drama Center, Appleton. 832-6612

18 | Potluck & Entertainment �
Thanksgiving meal w/ special music.
Bring a dish to pass. 12–2pm.
Thompson Community Center,
Appleton. 225-1700. 

21 | Lawrence University Wind
Ensemble & Symphonic Band 
Concert. 8pm. Lawrence Memorial
Chapel, Appleton. 832-6612.

23 | Academy String Orchestra &
Philharmonia Concert
3pm. Lawrence Memorial Chapel.
832-7038.

23 | Lawrence Academy of Music
Symphonic Band & Wind
Ensemble Concert
7pm. Lawrence Memorial Chapel.
832-7038.
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7 = Suitable for families with young children. � = Reservation required.

Flashdance
The popular 80's dance flick Flashdance celebrates
30 years of inspiration with an onstage musical
that opens Nov. 12 at the Fox Cities Performing
Arts Center. 

Adapted from the movie, the musical closely
follows the story of young Alex Owens, a welder at
a Pittsburgh steel mill and bar dancer by night,
who aspires to become a professional dancer. The
musical incorporates new songs and dance
sequences to attract new fans as well. 

"You'll walk out singing the great songs from the
movie," says Maria Van Laanen, executive vice
president of the Fox Cities PAC. "Dance is really
the heart and soul of this musical."   

The choreography from the new show was done
by Sergio Trujillo, who also choreographed the
musicals Memphis and Jersey Boys. The score
includes original hit songs from the movie such as
"Maniac", "I Love Rock & Roll" and "Flashdance…
What a Feeling,”  plus an additional 16 songs
created for the Broadway production.

Flashdance runs through November 17th. Show
times are Tuesday through Friday at 7:30pm,
Saturday at 2pm and 7:30pm and Sunday at 1pm
and 6:30pm. Visit the foxcitiespac.org.

— by Ashley Ivansek

Photo credit: Jeremy Daniel
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23 | Saturday Night Dances �
Good Time Dutchman Band - Polkas,
waltzes & fox trots are their specialty. Doors
open @ 6:30pm. Thompson Community
Center, Appleton. 225-1700. 

23 | Bob Newhart 
7:30pm. Weidner Center for the Performing
Arts. 465-2400.

24 | Fox Valley Symphony Youth
Orchestras 
Concert featuring works of Tchaikovsky,
Strauss, Dvorak, Beethoven & more. 4pm.
Lawrence Memorial Chapel. 968-0300. 

24 | Music @ the Library. 7
Featuring Taku Ronsman performing
Rhythms & Singalong for all ages. 2–3pm.
Appleton Public Library. 832-6173.

opening exhibits
Appleton Public Library. 832-6173
Leif Larson

Nov 1–Dec 30. Drawings on plates.

The Aylward Gallery, UWFox,
Menasha. 832-2626
John Beaver – "Power"

thru Nov 7. Selected chromogenic prints.
Jeffrey Prokash

Nov 11–Dec 6. Selected paintings.

Baer Gallery at Bush Art Center, St.
Norbert College, De Pere. 337-3181
Annual Juried Art Exhibition

Nov 4–20. A competitive exhibit, juried by
a professional artist, that features art &
design by current St. Norbert College Art
Students. 

The holidays on the march
The imagery of childhood will burst to life this year during Appleton’s downtown
Christmas parade when characters from beloved storybooks dance forth to warm the
hearts of the young and young-at-heart.

The 43rd Annual Downtown Appleton Christmas Parade is the Midwest’s largest
nighttime parade and attracts people from across the region. This year, the parade is
expected to attract more than 80,000 attendees and 100,000 television viewers, making
it one of the biggest events of the season. Among this year’s estimated 80 parade
entrants, viewers will enjoy floats, decorated vehicles, walking units & animal entries all
centered on this year’s theme: “A Storybook Christmas”.

Some of the year-to-year favorite
entries are the balloons and the Vic
Ferrari Band, says Parade Chairman
Greg Otis. However, he says, with
such a magical theme, all of the
entries are sure to delight.

Immediately following the parade will
be the Annual City of Appleton
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony in
City Park. The tradition, sponsored by
Appvion, Inc., will take place at
approximately 7:45pm. The Concert
Singers from Appleton West High
School will sing Christmas carols and live reindeer will accompany Santa and Mrs. Claus
as they hand out candy canes to the children.

When asked for advice on claiming a spot on the sidewalk, Otis laughed. He did point
out, though, that anyone looking to stake a claim cannot do so before noon the day of
the parade and must stay with the chairs, etc. they mark their place with.

The Christmas Parade take place on November 26 starting at 6:20pm, following the
Santa Scamper at 6pm.

— by Rachel Martens
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Door County Maritime Museum, Sturgeon
Bay. 743-5958
Woodcarvings by Pudge & Mary Degraff

thru Nov 3. Dedicated to the much beloved Door
County wood carver. 

Foxley Framing & Gallery, Appleton. 
738-0303
Phyllis Verhyen

Nov 1–Dec 21. A variety of subjects, from plein
air scenes of downtown Appleton to stunning
portraits of children.

Godschalx Gallery, St. Norbert College, D
e Pere. 337-3181
Peter Poplaski: Sketchbook Drawings

thru Nov 2. Prints of ink drawings Peter Poplaski
completed as daily warm-ups prior to his work as
an inker @ Superman DC or Marvel Comics.  

Miller Art Museum, Sturgeon Bay. 746-0707
Craig Blietz–A 20 Year Survey

thru Nov 5.
38th Juried Annual 

Nov 9–Dec 28. 2 dimensional media by artists
from Door, Brown, Manitowoc, Kewaunee &
Oconto counties.

Neville Public Museum, Green Bay. 
448-4460
1812: The War the Made Wisconsin

American 
thru Nov 10. Featuring artifacts, interactives and
graphics, this exhibit recollects one of America's
forgotten wars and shares stories of the
Menominee, British, French, Ho-Chunk and
American people who fought in this conflict. 

MuseumPLACE: A Celebration of Community
thru Nov 17. Features a series of thematically-
linked, interactive stations & immersive
environments designed to engage visitors in
activities, challenges & storytelling, while
collecting visitor responses to “big idea” questions
about our museum’s – & our community’s – future.

Oshkosh Public Museum. 236-5799
Deck the Halls

Nov 12–Jan 12. This exhibit will include several
special activities, events & exhibits for everyone
to participate in, including a Christmas village &
Sawyer family traditions. 

Paine Art Center & Gardens, Oshkosh.
235-6903
Nutcracker at the Paine

Nov 22–Jan 6. The Nutcracker story unfolds in
the Paine “castle” w/ the historic rooms
elaborately decorated as the fantastic scenes of the
beloved ballet.

Plymouth Arts Center. 892-8409
Total Print Show

thru Nov 29. Work by 24 of the best artist
printmakers from Wisconsin & represents most of
the print media & many different styles &
techniques, including serigraph, woodcut,
monoprint, etching, intaglio, silkscreen & polymer
photogravure.

Rahr-West Art Museum, Manitowoc. 
683-4501
Christmas in the Mansion

Nov 20–Jan 5. Beautiful displays in a splendid
Victorian Mansion setting. 

Seeley G. Mudd Library, Lawrence
University. 832-7013
"Abraham Lincoln: A Man of His Time, A

Man for All Times."
thru Nov 5. The month-long display in the
Lawrence library traces Lincoln's path from a self-
educated, rough-hewn lawyer w/ virtually no
administration experience, to the president who
guided a divided nation through secession, crises
of slavery & Civil War.

Silver Lake College Art Wing, Manitowoc.
684-6691
Bonnie de Arteaga: Sumi Phrasebook

thru Nov 16. Prints, sculpture & encaustic
paintings based on gestural brush paintings in the
sumi style. 

community 
& cultural events
2 | Autumn Night Hike 7�

Naturalist-led hike through the preserve, followed
by bonfire & hayride. 7:30pm. Barkhausen
Waterfowl Preserve, Suamico. 448-6242.

2 | Fall Fest & Feast �
Brunch, a 5K run/walk & booths w/ homemade
items and vendors. 9 am–2pm. Faith Community
United Methodist Church, Greenville, 757-5101

2, 9, 16, 23, 30 | Winter Farm Market
Experience the area's largest indoor farm market.
9am–12:30pm. City Center Plaza, Appleton.
954.9112

9 | Green Apple Folk Open Mic
Come to listen or perform. Six individuals or
groups will perform 20 minute sets. 7:30pm.
Harmony cafe, Appleton. 982-2890.

11 | Veteran's Appreciation Luncheon
Must be a veteran, active duty military or spouse
to attend. 12–2pm. Thompson Community
Center, Appleton. 225-1700.

The Baking Boss
The Boss is taking over the Weidner
Center.

The Cake Boss, aka celebrity baker Buddy
Valastro, will be making a stop in
Green Bay on Nov. 20 as part of his
Family Celebrations tour.
Audience members will have the
opportunity to
hear the TLC
star’s baking
secrets and
family stories as part of a live,
interactive event.

“Buddy is hilarious. He’s just a funny
person,” says Joanna Brumley of
the Cake Boss. Brumley is the
marketing coordinator for Mills
Entertainment, the company
producing Family Celebrations. “You
get behind the scenes stories about
his family, about the TV show, a
more in-depth story about Buddy
that you really wouldn’t get
otherwise.”

During the performance, Valastro will
give demonstrations of cake
decorating techniques with help
from the audience in what the
Weidner Center calls “a high-
energy experience for the
whole family.”

“People will get to see Buddy in person, doing what he does
best,” Brumley says of the show.  Brumley explains that during
multiple parts of the show, the Cake Boss will bring different
groups of “lucky folks” (including kids, moms, dads and couples)
to the stage to participate in competitive games and decorating
demos.

The Cake Boss’s fourth book, Family Celebrations with the Cake
Boss, will be released Nov. 5. VIP ticket holders will receive a
signed copy of this latest book and participate in a meet-and-
greet after the show.

Visit weidnercenter.com to learn more about The Cake Boss
Family Celebrations tour.

— by Rachel Martens
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16 | Family Art Days  7
Connect w/ your family & get creative
together w/ paints, pastels, clay & more.
9am–12pm. Peninsula School of Art, Fish
Creek. 868-3455

20 | 2nd Annual Appleton Picture Show
View photos of Appleton's past. Bring your
own for "show & tell". 7–8:30pm. Atlas
Mill, Appleton. 540-3699.

20 | Fox Valley Embroiderers' Guild–
Trapunto Embroidery
Learn Trapunto Embroidery w/ a project led
by Terry Butz. 7–9pm. Trinity Lutheran
Church, Appleton. 993-9171.

21 | Book Sale & Speaker Series
Gently used nautical books on sale.
Presentation & book signing by Ken &
Barb Wardius, authors of "Wisconsin
Lighthouses; A Photographic & Historic
Guide." 1–3pm & 7–9pm. Door County
Maritime Museum, Sturgeon Bay. 743-5958.

23 | Family Festival: Norway  7
Fun-filled cultural festival featuring
performances, art-making activities,
demonstrations, storytelling & authentic
food. 11am–3pm. John Michael Kohler Arts
Center, Sheboygan. 458-6144.

29–30 | Paper Valley Model Railroad Club
Annual open house. Layouts based on
Wisconsin cities & towns with many trains
running. 10am–3pm. Kaukauna. 475-2659

30 | Pirate Day  7
Featuring "Bob the Bird." No charge for
children's admission. Bring a non-perishable
food or personal care item to fill the pantry
at Lakeshore CAP. 10:30am–3:30pm. Door
County Maritime Museum, Sturgeon Bay.
743-5958.

fundraisers
5 | “Unmasquerade” Celebration

Raise funds for the GLBT Partnership,
northeast Wisconsin's premier lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender & questioning youth
organization. 6–9pm. The Marq, De Pere.
532-4811. 

12 | 8th Annual Benefit Gala �
An exciting, elegant evening featuring
silent, live & services auctions. Benefits the
Emergency Shelter of the Fox Valley.
5:30pm. Radisson Paper Valley Hotel,
Appleton. 734-9603. 

22–23 | Holiday on the Lakeshore 
Start your holiday shopping out right @ this
years’ Service League’s Annual fundraising
event. Over 40 retailers & artists under 1
roof. 3–8pm & 9am–3pm. Holiday Inn
Manitowoc. 686-1748.

lectures, readings,
presentations &
discussions
1 | Poetry Reading

Presented by Max Garland, Wisconsin's
Poet Laureate. 4–5pm. Appleton Public
Library. 832-6173

2 | Outagamie County Master Gardeners
Protecting your Landscape from winter
critters. 10–11:30am. Appleton Public
Library. 832-6173.

6 | Downtown Book Club
The theme for this meeting is award
winners. Choose a book to share. 12–1pm.
Harmony Cafe, Appleton. 832-6173.

7 | Artist Families as Collaborators &
Business Partners, Part 2
Panel discussion w/: Kristin Stephanie
Trenchard & Jeremy Popelka, Deanna
Clayton & Keith Clayton. 6:30–8pm.
Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass,
Neenah. 751-4658.

7 | Who Gets Grandma's Yellow Pie Plate?
Personal belongings often have special
meaning for individuals & family members.
Planning to pass on such items can be
challenging, & may lead to family conflict.
6:30–7:45pm. Kimberly Public Library. 
788-7515.

7 | Understanding Each Other: Judaism
A panel discussion & Q&A session. 6:30–
8pm. Appleton Public Library. 832-6173.

13 | Shamrock Club Meeting & Women
of Ireland Program
Join us for our monthly meeting & special
program, “The Women of Ireland”, on
various fascinating Irish women. 7pm.
McGuiness Irish Pub, Appleton. 277-7803.

14 | 6th Annual Ethics in Business Award
Luncheon �
AFCS hosts the Ethics in Business Awards.
Lt. Col. David Jones of West Point Military
Academy will be keynote speaker. 11:30am-
1:10pm. KI Center, Green Bay. 437-8256.

7 = Suitable for families with young children. � = Reservation required.



12 | foxcitiesmagazine.com | November 2013

20 | Buddy Valastro: The Cake Boss
7:30pm. Weidner Center, Green Bay.
494-3401. 

21 | What’s Buzzin’ In Your
Backyard? 
Andy Krueger, a local beekeeper &
gardener, will explain the benefit of
bees & beekeeping & will explain
how & why we need to help bees.
Get some ideas for next year's garden
to benefit the bees. 6:30–8:30pm.
Evergreen Retirement Community,
Oshkosh. 749-7807. 

21 | 3rd Thursday Lecture Series:
Eating for Personal & Planetary
Health �
Joy Perry, Senior Lecturer Emeritus of
Biological Sciences from UW-Fox
Valley will help us understand
different food production systems &
discuss options that are healthy for
nature & ourselves. 9:30–11am.
Mosquito Hill Nature Center, New
London. 779-6433

films
7 | Thursday Afternoon @ the

Movies
Featuring “Holiday” in conjunction
w/ The Trout Museum of Art exhibit:
Katharine Hepburn Dressed for Stage
& Screen. Starring Katharine
Hepburn & Cary Grant. 4–6pm.
Appleton Public Library. 832-6173.

11 | Monday Matinee: “Great
Gatsby.”
A Midwestern war veteran finds
himself drawn to the past & lifestyle
of his millionaire neighbor. 1–3pm.
Neenah Public Library. 886-6315.

21 | Thursday Afternoon @ the
Movies
Featuring “The Way, Way Back.”
Starring Steve Carell & Toni
Collette. Rated PG-13. 4–6pm.
Appleton Public Library. 832-6173. 

classes & workshops
2 | Toothbrush Rug Weaving w/

Dawnie Gee Knaus
9am–2pm. ARTgarage, Green Bay.
448-6800.

2 | Southern Louisiana Thanksgiving
Demonstration �
Chef Champion will demonstrate
Cajun/Creole cooking for a new take
on Thanksgiving. 10am-12pm.
Brown County Culinary Kitchen,
N.E.W. Curative Building, Green
Bay. 403-4075.

2 | Knitting Emergency Lab w/
Bonnie Brandenberg
9–11am. ARTgarage, Green Bay.
448-6800.

5 | Creative Journey
Dream Works, Soul Work w/ Anne
Fons, Samaritan Counseling. 10am.
Appleton Public Library. 832-6173.

5 | Coffees Around the World �
The coffee class will cover the entire
process of creating a great cup of
coffee, from the coffee tree to
brewing. 7-8:30pm. Luna Cafe, 
De Pere. 403-4075.

5 | Mosaic Birdhouse �
In this fun & casual class, instructor
David Calhoon will have lots of
pebbles & supplies for you to design a
mosaic birdhouse. 5:30–8:30pm.
Gardens of the Fox Cities, Appleton.
750-5462.

7 | Imagination Connection
Scrapbooking Heritage Recipes w/
Diana Sandberg. 6:30–8pm.
Appleton Public Library. 
832-6173.

7, 14, & 21 | Beginner’s Watercolor
Class w/ Gary Hanks �
Explore basic techniques & principles
of color mixing. 5:30–8:30pm. 
The Hang Up Gallery, Neenah. 
850-8666.

12 | Creative Journey
Discussion & writing exercise:
YouTube of Ben Stein, “What Real
Wealth is.” 10am–12pm. Appleton
Public Library. 832-6173.

16 | Introduction to Drop-Spindle
Making Your Own Yarn w/ Katrina
Blasingame. 9–11am. ARTgarage,
Green Bay. 448-6800.

The stores of Christmas
Strains of “Silver Bells” may be ringing in your ears if
you spend some time in
downtown Appleton this
month.

The city sidewalks will
definitely be dressed in
holiday style as downtown
stores and Downtown
Appleton Inc. kick off the
shopping season with their
Downtown for the Holidays
event.

Downtown for the Holidays
is an event for the entire
family, with plenty to do for children and lots of
shopping for the adults. There will be Christmas
carolers, visits with Santa, crafts and cookie baking with
Mrs. Clause.

“The theme is a Story Book Christmas, so it should be a
lot of fun for the kids." says Anne Weigman, marketing
director of Downtown Appleton Inc. Shops will provide
sales to help make holiday shopping satisfying for their

customers.

Each shop participating in the event will
be part of a window decorating contest,
and shoppers can vote for their favorite
on the Appleton Downtown Facebook
page. There will also be opportunities
to make a donation to the Salvation
Army. Any donation made, Downtown
Appleton Inc. and participating
businesses will match.

The downtown shopping event provides
a different shopping experience that
cannot be found anywhere else.

Downtown for the Holidays runs Nov. 16–24.

—by Ashley Ivansek

3521 Commerce Court, Appleton   734-7730
WWW.DRDOUGNELSON.COM
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18 | Knit2Together
Multi-generational knitting circle.
Newcomers welcome. 6:30–8pm. Appleton
Public Library. 832-6173.

19 | Creative Journey
So Much to Say, So Little Space,
Community Columnist Jennifer Edmonson
shares her writing journey. Writing exercise.
Bring/trade Artist Trading Cards at 11:45
AM. 10am–12pm. Appleton Public Library.
832-6173.

21 | Resume & Interview Workshop
Be confident at your next job interview &
stand out from the crowd! The West HR
team will discuss tips on creating effective
resumes, preparing for interviews & more.
2–4pm. Neenah Public Library. 920-996-
6419.

23 | Make Your Own Wine Cork Wreath
�
W/ just a little bit of time & patience, you’ll
create a one-of-a-kind wreath in just one
afternoon. We’ll provide the corks & other
supplies. 12–3:30pm. Mosquito Hill Nature
Center, New London. 779-6433

24 | Make a Stone Floor Mat �
Create a beautiful, one of a kind natural
stone floor mat using a variety of small river
rocks. 12–3:30pm. Mosquito Hill Nature
Center, New London. 779-6433

26 | Creative Journey
Visit The Trout Museum of Art: Katharine
Hepburn Dressed for Stage & Screen
exhibit.10am–12pm. Appleton Public
Library. 832-6173.

childrens events
1–3, 7–10, 14–17, 21–24, 28–31 | High

Hopes Storytime & Parent Workshop
Storytime program offered to pre-reading
children w/ a parent or caregiver. Combines
storytime programs w/ educational programs
for adults. M, 9:30am & 10:30am; Tu,
6:30pm; W & Th, 9:30am & 10:15am.
Oshkosh Public Library. 236-5208. 

1–4, 8–11, 15–18, 22–25, 29–31 | Fall
Storytimes
Baby Time; W, 9:15am. Toddle Time; Tu &
F, 10:30am. Lapsit; W & Th, 10am. Our
Time; Tu, 10am. Evening Family Storytime;
Tu, 6:30pm. Caregiver required except Our
Time. Neenah Public Library. 886-6335. 

4, 11 & 18 | Celebrate Picture Books!
Share picture books, learn about the authors
& make crafts. 10:15–10:45am. Little Chute
Public Library. 788-7825.

5 | Wimpy Kid Party: Hard Luck
Celebrate the release date of book 8 in the
Diary of a Wimpy Kid series. 6:30–7:15pm.
Kimberly Public Library. 788-7515.

6, 13 & 20 | Book Babies Storytime
Bring in Baby for stories, rhymes & music
perfect for babies & their caregivers. 10:15–
10:45am. Little Chute Public Library. 788-
7825.

8 | Toddler Drive-In Movie
Preschoolers & their parents/caregivers
make box cars, watch a short children’s
movie in their car & “drive” home. 10:15–
11am. Little Chute Public Library. 788-
7825.

9 | Fall Fun
Join us for fall-inspired art projects & make
fused glass leaves or trees. 10am–1pm.
Bergstrom-Mahler Museum, Neenah. 751-
4658.

12 | Teaching Kids Money Management
Northwestern Mutual helps your kids get off
on the right foot w/ money management.
Ages 6 & up. 3:45-4:30pm. Little Chute
Public Library. 788-7825.

16–17 | Wisconsin’s Critter Discovery Day
Let's learn about Wisconsin's "Big
Mammals." This day focuses on Black Bear
& Elk. 1–3pm. Heckrodt Wetland Reserve,
Menasha. 720-9349.

19 | Turtle Tots Preschool Adventure �
Pretend to be a squirrel today, searching for
acorns in the woods, finding good places to
cache them, & locating a nice warm leafy
nest. 9:30–11am. Heckrodt Wetland
Reserve, Menasha. 720-9349.

19 | Family Movie-”Planes”
Meet Dusty, a crop duster w/ a fear of
heights who dares to compete against racing
planes. Rated PG. 6–7:30pm. Little Chute
Public Library. 788-7825.

21 | 1000 Books Before Kindergarten
Graduation Ceremony �
Bring the whole family & let us honor your
child’s accomplishment at a short but
special ceremony. 6–6:45pm. Little Chute
Public Library. 788-7825.

More on the Web

∂ Expanded 
Calendar Listings
Our online events calendar is
updated daily with concerts,
classes, exhibits and more. 
Find out “What’s Going On”
every day of the week.

For more information, call 920-446-2474
or email soleary@mail.owls.lib.wi.us

Hundreds of affordable gift baskets filled
with items contributed by area businesses

and library patrons.
Silent Auction •Bake Sale •Vendor Tables

Serving Breakfast 8am; Lunch 10am.

to benefit the Neuschafer Community Library,Fremont
HOLIDAY BASKET SALE

Saturday,November 23,2013 at FremontVillage Hall
9am–3pm

7 = Suitable for families with 
young children. 

� = Reservation required.
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Grand Gifts
Philanthropic efforts create community legacies

By Sean P. Johnson

Maria Dietrich received the email on a Friday
after work.

Dietrich had not been expecting the message.
The news was good, really good. But, she would
have the wait to share until she could tell her
colleagues at Green Lake’s Thrasher Opera
House. 

It was not until the following week she was
able to share her news with the full board of
directors: the $100,000 mortgage hanging over
their heads was about to be paid off by an
anonymous donor. 

“That was really a fun moment,” she says.
“I’m just glad I didn’t have to wait too long to tell
everyone.”

In the four months since Dietrich, the
Thrasher’s development director, shared the
contents of the email, the Thrasher management
team has made no major announcement about
the gift, though they know the news is
percolating throughout the community. 

It’s not that they don’t want to talk about it.
After all, the gift will pay off the office and retail
space acquired in 2008 that supports the
administrative and programming functions at the
103 year-old opera house. 

Part of their slower pace is timing. The first
priority for staff and volunteers was conducting
the Thrasher’s annual September fundraising
event, the largest they hold each year. Secondly,
they’ve been doing a lot of reflecting. With the
mortgage paid off, the board of directors has an
opportunity to set a course that ensures a long
legacy for the Thrasher and Green Lake.  

They want to make sure they get that right,
Dietrich says. 

“It was just a year ago that mortgage was near
$140,000 and we were paying out more than
$1,000 a month,” Dietrich says. “We need to
really have some serious discussions about how we
can use this as a springboard.”

The most likely strategy going forward is to
build an endowment supporting the opera house
for years to come. An endowment fund started
two years ago has slightly more than $10,000.
Without mortgage payments, the Thrasher board
can concentrate on building a reserve that
protects the Thrasher’s future.

“It does not change what we do around here
day-to-day,” Dietrich says. “There is always going
to be an ebb and flow, this will just make it easier
to deal with times when revenues are flat.

“When you are in debt, your thinking is in
the hole as well. Now, we can take a look around
and really expand our thinking.”

The term “game-changer” may be cliche, but
it truly describes the power of a gift of the
magnitude received by the Thrasher. Whether its
an arts group, environmental cause or human
service agency, such gifts can move these groups
past survival mode into expanding the programs
they offer and better fulfilling their mission. 

They can also change a community. 
In Appleton, for example, the Fox Cities

Performing Arts Center has become an integral
part of the downtown and the overall community.
A little more than a decade ago, it did not exist.
When challenged to fulfill the vision, several
major donors and hundreds of smaller
contributors made its construction possible and
ultimately changed the city. 

The folks in Fond du Lac are anticipating a

similar renaissance there. 
In September, the Thelma Sadoff Center for

the Arts - formerly the Windhover Center -
reopened its doors after a major expansion of both
its physical space and its role in the community.
The $7 million project, keyed by a major gift from
the Sadoff Family Foundation, is the cornerstone
of the Fond Du Lac Arts and Entertainment
District, an ambitious plan to revitalize
downtown Fond Du Lac. 

The expanded 39,000 square foot arts facility
has already seen some of the vacant building near
it also being renovated and repurposed, and it’s
September Thelma Week festivities attracted
thousands to the downtown area. 

“We’ve become a catalyst and that really was
the spirit of the gift,” says Kevin Miller, executive
director of Thelma. “Now, we’ve become a
destination for groups in the area. That’s a
revenue line we never had before and it also
brings thousands of people to our door and to the
downtown.”

Whether these gifts indicate new and
growing trend remains to be seen. 

As the after effects of the Great Recession of
2009 have lingered, nonprofits have struggled to
maintain budgets and attract donors. For the arts
community, this has often meant taking a back
seat to groups focussed on human needs such as
food and shelter. 

For the arts community, they would not have
expected things to be any different. As times got
tough, the community stepped forward to help
those who needed it most. 

“When the world changed in 2008, we
noticed the response,” says Curt Detjen,

Arts & Culture
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executive director of the Community Foundation of the Fox Cities.
“We had neighbors in need.”

The community, though, has been up to the challenge, as both
individuals and entities such as the Fox Cities Community
Foundation have been key resources in not only meeting the
challenges created by a tough economy, but ensuring the regions
many cultural assets survive and thrive. 

While challenged by the sluggishness of the economy as a whole,
the community showed a resiliency and willingness to help its own,
Detjen says. The community foundation ranks about 60th nationally
when it comes to asset size, but it is in the top 12 when it comes
donor activity. 

In 2012, the foundation held more than $200 million in assets
and distributed more than $12.6 million in grants to nearly 900
nonprofit groups. At the same time, it took in more than $15 million
in donation to replenish its endowment. 

That’s reflective of the generosity that seems to run through the
state as a whole. In 2012, Wisconsinites made more than $2 billion
in charitable donations, according to data from philanthropy.com.
Contributions for the Appleton metro area were nearly $140 million.  

“There is a culture of philanthropy in the Fox Cities,” Detjen
says. “We benefit from the giving spirit that has existed here for years.
It’s our responsibility to pay that forward.” 

The Foundation spreads its grants throughout a variety of
nonprofit agencies, including human services, education,
environment and arts and culture. The grants may not pay off the
mortgage, but they can make the difference for a nonprofit group
making the next big step in its development. 

While they have not enjoyed a large gift like their brethren in
Green Lake and FDL, the folks involved with the Fox Cities Building
for the Arts have benefitted from contributors who want to see the
arts thrive in the Fox Cities. 

“We have a real clear vision of what we can do here and we have
shared it with the community,” says Pamela Williams-Lime,
executive director for The Trout Museum of Art. “Donors are
agreeing with the need and the role these arts organizations play.”

Of course, Williams-Lime would welcome a major donor stepping
forward to pay off the mortgage. But until that happens, she will
gladly work with those donors who have opted to include the
Building for the Arts in their giving.  

Because of that generosity, The Fox Cities Building for the Arts
has been able to launch a renovation of its building so the arts groups
residing there can concentrate resources on their programming,
rather than renting space in various locations for rehearsals and board
meetings.

A strategic grant written on behalf of all the groups using the
building will launch an outreach program to introduce families to the
arts in a variety of forms.   

The arts are at a pivotal time in the Fox Cities, Williams-Lime
said. With fine arts education often one of the first items cut back
when school budgets are tight, local arts groups and facilities such as
the Appleton Building for the Arts can play a central role in filling
the gap.  

“We are working to create a level of sustainability, and that is
going to take more than a few lead donors and volunteers,” she says.
“That’s going to take financial resources, advocacy and volunteerism
to accomplish.”

More on the Web

∂ For more examples of the power of giving, see the FOX CITIES
Magazine’s online version of this story at www.foxcitiesevents.com. 

∂ John Mielke discusses the need to redefine art as a basic need.

∂ Top 10 ways you can help local non-profits.

www.theframeworkshop.com

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
OPEN HOUSE

Friday, Nov 15th  2–7pm
Ulbricht Nutcracker

Signing

Saturday & Sunday, 
Nov 16 &17th  

Christmas Open House

15% off all Nutcrackers,
Smokers, Ornaments and

Christmas Collectibles

430 E NORTHLAND AVE,
APPLETON

920-731-2913
Mon–Fri, 10am–7pm;  Sat & Sun, 10am–4pm

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
OPEN HOUSE

www.theframeworkshop.com

JERRY MURPHY
CLU, ChFC

1047 NORTH LYNNDALE DR., SUITE 2B, APPLETON

920-739-5549   www.MurphyAdvisor.com
Securities and Advisory Services offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC.

• Retirement Income
   Planning
• 401(K) Rollovers
• Estate Planning
• Charitable Giving
• Annuities

• Mutual Funds
• Advisory Services
• Fee-Based Planning
   through LPL Financial
• 529 Educational
   Planning

Jerry Murphy 
& Associates

Jerry Murphy 
& Associates

• Residential Care 
Senior Apartment
Homes

• 24-hr emergency 
Life Line

• 3 homemade
meals daily

• Care staff on duty 24 hours
•Medication administration
• Social activities
• No entry or application fees

130 Byrd Ave. • Neenah
Call for a tour: 722-5100, ext. 4

Affordable 
Assisted Living

Immediate Availability!
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Gift Giving in Style
Helping you find your style for the past three
years, Beatnik Betty’s Resale Butik specializes
in unique, quality resale! Looking for a one-of-a

kind gift this holiday season? We also carry a wide
selection of locally produced, hand made items perfect

for everyone on your list. Shop local and support your
community! Open M, Tu, Th & F, 10am–6pm; W, 11am–
6pm; Sa, 10am–4pm. 214 E. College Ave., Downtown
Appleton. 882-4140. 

�

An Unobstructed View
Celebrate the work of Phyllis Verhyen,

an award-winning graduate of the
Kewaunee Academy of Fine Art, during
a reception opening an exhibition of her
work at Foxley’s Gallery & Framing.
Verhyen captures downtown Appleton
in the plein-air style. Nov. 1, 5–8pm.

The exhibit runs thru Dec. 21. 
M–F, 10am–5:30pm; Sa, 10am–3pm.

623 W. College Ave., Appleton. 738-0303. Foxleysgallery.com

�

Give the Gift of Original Art!
Find unique gifts for the special people in
your life at The Hang Up Gallery!
Featuring paintings, jewelry, ceramics
and sculptures by local artists. We offer
prints, posters, mirrors and giftware for
home or office and the highest quality
digital printing for your reproduction

needs. Artist supplies for the amateur to
professional. Specializing in creative

framing for your art, photos and
memorabilia. 204 W. Wisconsin Ave.,

Downtown Neenah. 722-0481. Find us on Facebook!
�

A Gift Certificate 
Sure to Please!

Need a gift for that hard-to-
buy-for person on your list?
Give them a something that
will never disappoint—a
one-of-a-kind, 
world class dining experience
at Vince Lombardi’s
Steakhouse. Gift certificates

are available in any denomination, just call 920-733-8000, x1529
or stop in. Located inside the Radisson Paper Valley Hotel. 
333 W. College Ave., Appleton. www.radissonpapervalley.com

�

Goodies That Give Back
Start your day with fresh bakery and 

coffee with us! Goodwill’s Harmony Café
—the 2013 Golden Fork Award winner for 
Best Cafe—offers a wide selection of bakery

items. Located at 233 E. College Ave. in downtown
Appleton. Hours: 7am–9pm, M–W; 7am–10pm, Th–Sa; and

9am–8pm, Su. 920-734-2233. www.harmonycafe.org.

There’s Room 
at the Inn

With spacious queen
suites, whirlpool and

fireplace suites,
complimentary

continental breakfast,
free high-speed internet

connections, and a
location close to unique shops and restaurants, the Kress Inn

is a perfect place to stay while visiting family and friends.
Special packages available. 300 Grant St., De Pere, 920-403-

5100 or 800-221-5070. www.kressinn.com

�

       showcase

Heaven on Earth
Design junkies will be over
the moon at Cedar Harbor,
Appleton’s newest retail utopia
featuring handmade gifts by

local artists as well as reclaimed
and repurposed home decor. Stop in

and discover treasures to keep or gift, if
you can part with them! Tu–W & F–Sa,

10am–5pm; Th, 10–7:30pm. 
611 Morrison St., Appleton. 
740-4669. 

�
�



Discover “the Best Kept Secret
on the Riverfront!”

Atlas Coffee Mill & Café
offers visitors a relaxing

atmosphere and amazing views
of the Fox River. After lunch,

browse our boutique and gallery,
which carries the works of more

than 40 local artisans! From
women’s clothing and assessories
to pottery, woodwork and more, stay awhile

and enjoy coffee or wine at “the best kept secret
on the riverfront!” 425 W. Water St., Appleton.

920-734-6871. www.atlascoffeemill.com

�

Kick off the holiday
season Downtown!

Downtown for the Holidays
in Downtown Appleton begins Nov. 16! More than 60 unique boutiques
perfect for your holiday shopping, more than 70 pubs, clubs & restaurants
perfect for your holiday celebrations! Enjoy the window display contest,
carolers, refreshments, visits with Santa, specials, the Christmas Parade and
Small Business Saturday! Details at www.appletondowntown.org.

�

Christmas Along the Fox
Visit Appleton’s historic riverfront and

discover the wonder of paper. The
Paper Discovery Center is featuring
holiday crafts, games and origami Nov.

30–Dec. 29. See our tree decorated with
200 handmade origami ornaments then
shop for unique gifts in our gift shop.

Make the Paper Discovery Center part
of your holiday fun! 425 W. Water St.,

Appleton. 380-7491.
www.PaperDiscoveryCenter.org

Your DIY Holiday Headquarters
Exclusive this gift giving season, glass fused
lamps! The Fire Art Studio is an art
making haven for all ages, no experience
necessary! Stop in to create one-of-a-kind
mosaics, pottery painting, photo glass
fusing, or silver art clay. Tu–F, 11am–8pm;
Sa, 10am–6pm; Su, Noon–6pm; M,
closed. 230 E. College Ave., Downtown

Appleton. 882-2920. thefireartstudio.com

�

Taste the difference quality makes!
Experience the European tradition of sampling the

finest selection of extra virgin olive oils and
balsamic vinegars from around the world at 
The Olive Cellar! Pick out a gift with an

assortment of authentic Italian artisan pastas,
sweet and savory sauces, gifts and accessories.

Come to our newest location downtown Neenah
at 127 W. Wisconsin Ave. or at our Appleton

location at 277 W. Northland Ave. 920-574-2361.
www.theolivecellar.com

�

�

Experience the Difference
Reasonable membership rates, elite
member amenities and premiere event
catering services are just a few of the things
that make Ridgeway Country Club
much more than an average golf club. 
A home away from home, Ridgeway offers
the best value for all your caterings and
special events. 2913 County Road ll,
Neenah. 722-2979. ridgewaygolf.com

�

The Sweet Spice of Life!
From luxuriant truffles to cream laden
caramels, the world’s finest chocolate is
brought to life by Wilmar Chocolatiers.
Each piece is ‘handmade with love’ using
proprietary recipes, locally sourced

ingredients, and spices to tickle your fancy.
Open Monday–Saturday at 9am. 

Wilmar Chocolates, 1222 N. Superior St., 
Appleton. Call 733-6182 or visit 

wilmarchocolates.com.

�
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Holiday Brights
There’s nothing quite like holiday lights to brighten up a Wisconsin winter.

By Susannah Gilbert

Driving through the dark and snow and
happening upon a house lit up by holiday

lights brings some unexpected magic to the season.
Some Fox Cities residents take it much further
than a simple string of white lights along the roof
or porch railings, with thousands of strings of
lights, music and other decorations.

For the past 10 years, Robert Blue of Darboy
has been progressively creating more elaborate
displays for his home, culminating in with a truly
fantastic light display that uses more than 60,000
lights with eight control boxes and a soundtrack of
holiday music.

“The feedback I get from people is that ours is
the most upbeat and most entertaining,” says Blue.

Not to be outdone, Lenny Ruel of Appleton
and Ryan Fulcer of Kaukauna, who have both
been creating holiday light displays for the past
five years, are still in the process of expanding
their already elaborate light displays.

Ruel uses around 60,000 lights and this year
will be adding some blue lights to the existing
green, red and white.

“I always move things around to keep it fresh,”
he says.

Fulcer decorates not only his own house, but
his neighbor’s, in an expansive display that
included almost 40,000 lights. The display also
features a 25’ tall talking Christmas tree, as well as
four 10’ trees and 22 smaller ones. He too will be
adding to his display for 2013.

“I have a few new special effects for the smaller
10' trees, as well as each year we replace old lights
with LEDs.”

Blue, who has been assembling a display for
twice as long is no longer so concerned with new
additions.

“I don’t add much anymore,” he says, “except
some new music.”

Blue emphasizes the importance of the music
that accompanies the lights, saying that their
display is so popular especially because of the
selection of music they play, mostly rock, with
favorites like the Trans-Siberian Orchestra.

Ruel and Fulcer also use synchronized music
with their lights. But synching the lights to the
music can be a laborious process all on its own.

“It can take up to 20 hours to sequence one
song,” says Ruel. “Things like that make it a year
round project.”

Fulcer points out that the flashing displays can
cut back on the power used by so many lights.

“Since the music is synchronized, there are not
a lot of times when all the lights are on at the same
time,” he says.

While there are concerns about the amount of
power used by these vast displays, most who
construct elaborate displays have shifted
completely or almost completely to LED lights.
Ruel says the holiday display adds only an extra
$40 a month to his power bill, now that he is at
90% LED lights. Blue has shifted completely to
LEDs and says, “LEDs aren’t cheap at first, but
they’re much more durable in the long run.”

Despite the switch to LED lights, there are still
impacts to power use during the holiday months.

“It’s difficult to pinpoint the changes, but we
are able to pull out some connection to Christmas
lights,” says Brian Manthey of WE Energies. In
2012, the company compared a week in
November with a week in December, to try to
determine what difference is made by the holidays.

“We found about a 7% increase in average
hourly demand between 5pm. and 10pm.”

WE Energies also has a holiday light cost
calculator on their website, at we-
energies.com/home/holiday_calculator.htm, that
calculates the cost of various types and numbers of
lights, as well as factoring in the number of hours
lit.

Blue, Ruel and Fulcer have used the popularity
of their light displays as opportunity to raise
money for charitable causes. Ruel raises money for
the Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, Fox Valley.

“I knew the potential of volume of traffic, so I
figured I’d try to help someone out, and Christmas
is about the kids,” he says.

One hundred percent of the donations from
Fulcer’s display go to the Sarcoma Foundation of
America, a decision he says was motivated by his
sister’s battle with sarcoma. 

The Blues raise money for Make-A-Wish and
since 2009 they have raised enough money to
fulfill eight wishes.

“We wanted to raise money for children,” says
Blue. “I wouldn’t do it if it wasn’t for a good cause.”

Considering the amount of people who visit
the light displays each year, the choice to fundraise
for good causes is an obvious one. 

“We see thousands and thousands of cars
between Thanksgiving and New Year’s,” says Blue,
“We’ve made $2,000 of donations in a single
night.”

The countdown to Christmas has certainly
begun for these families, as they must start
assembling the holiday display as early as October.
This early start date is made possible by the fact
that the lights and supplies are largely purchased
online, through bulk distributers.

Ruel says he begins putting up the sections on
the house around the first weekend in October,
but waits to put out the lawn ornaments until
closer to Halloween.

“But I always start planning the next
Christmas when I’m sitting outside and looking at
that year’s lights,” he adds.

Fulcer says he starts organizing at Halloween
and starts putting up the display the day after
Thanksgiving.

Check out Lenny Ruel’s display in person at
149 Ramlen Court in Appleton or online at their
facebook page: These Lights Ruel.

Ryan Fulcer’s display can be found in person at
216 and 218 Newton Le Court in Kaukauna or
online at CrazyLightShow.com. 

Robert Blue and his family are in the process
of selling their Darboy home but hope to be
moved in time to set up a Christmas display at the
new house.

Why do these families put so much time and
energy into something that only happens once a
year?

“Christmas is a magical time of the year and I
feel this is a great way to make others happy,” says
Fulcer. “It would be hard to stop now. So many
kids and families depend on it each and every
year.”

At Home
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• Two-room fireplace & whirlpool
suites

•Meetings and catering for groups
of 4 to 80

• Complimentary breakfast

• Fabulous guest room packages

•Whirlpool & fitness center

• Spa services by Spa BenMarNicos

•Gift certificates

“Proud producer of
award-winning
Wisconsin cheese”
Simon’s Specialty
Cheese has a great
selection of wine, beer,
sausage, homemade
fudge, a large selection
of cheese and of course

Fresh Cheese Curds, all
perfect for gift giving. 

Stop by Simon’s today and choose a gift that’s ready to
go, or design your own! 

Hours M-F, 8am-6pm; Sa, 8am-5pm; 
and Sundays in Dec. before Christmas, 10am-3pm. 

2735 Freedom Road, (Hwy. N), Appleton 
788-6311   simonscheese.com   
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NOVEMBER
ongoing � Nutcracker in the Castle 

Pre-registration required for guided
tours. Nov 22–Jan 6, 2014. Self-guided
tours, M–Sa, 11am–4pm; Candlelight
tours, W & F, 4:30–7:30pm; guided
tours, Sa, 5–8pm; Su, 12:30–3:30pm.
Paine Art Center & Gardens, Oshkosh.
235-6903.

ongoing � Christmas in the Mansion
Beautiful displays in a splendid Victorian
setting. Nov 20–Jan 5. M–F, 10am–
4pm; Sa–Su, 11am–4pm. Rahr-West
Art Museum, Manitowoc. 683-4501.

ongoing � Deck the Halls
Activities, events & exhibits including a
Christmas Village & Sawyer Family
Traditions. Nov 12–Jan 12. Tu-Sa,
10am–4:30pm; Su, 1–4:30pm.
Oshkosh Public Museum. 236-5799.

ongoing � Oshkosh Celebration of
Lights 
From the 100-ft tree and sculptured
scenes to animated displays, the
twinkling beauty & holiday music
allows visitors to escape to a magical
place. Nov 25–Dec 31. 5-9pm.
Menominee Park, Oshkosh.

9 � Holiday Open House
Enjoy homemade holiday treats as you
prepare to start, or finish, your holiday
shopping. 10am–4:30pm. Bergstrom-
Mahler Museum of Glass, Neenah.
751-4658.

14 � Oshkosh Holiday Parade
6:30pm. Downtown Oshkosh. 303-2265.

16 � Vienna Boys Choir 
7:30pm. Weidner Center, Green Bay.
494-3401.

16–30 � Merry-Time Festival of the
Trees
More than 2 dozen decorated trees
sponsored by organizations or
businesses & raffled off. Maritime
Museum. 743-5958.

16–24 � Downtown for the Holidays
Window displays, refreshments,
carolers, a visit with Santa & make 'n
takes as you stroll the Avenue. 10am-
4pm. Appleton. 954-9112.

22 � On Broadway Lighting
Ceremony
Live window displays, tree lighting
ceremony, horse-drawn carriage rides,
Santa's village, carolers, shopping,
sweets, hot cocoa & more. 5–8pm.
Historic Downtown Green Bay On
Broadway District. 437-2531.

23 � Rouse Simmons Day:
Christmas in the Village
Commemorating the Rouse Simmons
Christmas Tree Ship, as well as
caroling, storytelling, live music &
refreshments, 12–7pm. Rogers Street
Fishing Village, Two Rivers. 793-5905. 

23 � One Stop Shop 3rd Annual
Holiday Art & Craft Fair
9am–3pm. Fox Valley Technical
College. Appleton. 735-2497.

25 � Holiday Recital
The Repertoire & Junior Choirs of the
Appleton Boychoir. 5:30pm. First
Congregational UCC Sanctuary,
Appleton. 955-2224.

26 � 42 Annual Downtown
Appleton Christmas Parade
6:20pm. College Ave, Appleton. 
954-9112.

28, 30 � A Lettermen Christmas
The perennial DCA favorites bring their
signature 3-part harmonies to an
enchanting array of classic &
contemporary holiday tunes. 7pm.
Door Community Auditorium, Fish
Creek. 868-2728.

29–30 � Victorian Tea at Historic
Hazelwood House
Includes a luncheon, short program
and a tour. 2–4pm. Hazelwood Historic
House, Green Bay. 437-1840.

29–30 � WPS Garden of Lights
Nearly a quarter of a million twinkling
lights transform the grounds into a
stunning winter landscape featuring
botanical light displays. F–Sa, 5–9pm;
Su, 5–8pm. Green Bay Botanical
Gardens. 491-3691

30 � Timm House Christmas
Join us in this historic, Victorian home
for “The Music of Christmas.” Each
room on the first floor of the house will
feature décor based on Christmas
Carols. 1–4pm. New Holstein Historical
Society. 948–7748.

DECEMBER 
ongoing � Nutcracker in the Castle 

Pre-registration required for guided
tours. Nov 22–Jan 6, 2014. Self-guided
tours, M–Sa, 11am–4pm; Candlelight
tours, W & F, 4:30–7:30pm; guided
tours, Sa, 5–8pm; Su, 12:30–3:30pm.
Paine Art Center & Gardens, Oshkosh.
235-6903.

ongoing � Christmas in the Mansion
Beautiful displays in a splendid Victorian
setting. Nov 20–Jan 5. M–F, 10am–
4pm; Sa–Su, 11am–4pm. Rahr-West
Art Museum, Manitowoc. 683-4501.

ongoing � Deck the Halls
Several special activities, events &
exhibits including a Christmas Village
& Sawyer Family Traditions. Through
Jan 12. Tu-Sa, 10am–4:30pm; Su,
1–4:30pm. Oshkosh Public Museum.
236-5799.

ongoing � Oshkosh Celebration of
Lights
From the 100-ft tree and sculptured
scenes to the animated light displays,
the twinkling beauty & holiday music
allows visitors to escape to a magical
place. Through Dec 31. 5–9pm.
Menominee Park, Oshkosh.

ongoing � WPS Garden of Lights
Nearly a quarter of a million twinkling
lights transform the grounds into a
stunning winter landscape featuring
botanical light displays. Th (Dec 22
only), 5–8pm; F–Sa, 5–9pm;  Su,
5–8pm; M (Dec 30 only), 5–8pm.
Green Bay Botanical Gardens. 
491-3691.

1 � A Crooners Christmas' Dinner
and A Show
Classic and contemporary holiday
favorites. 1pm. Fox Cities Stadium,
Appleton. 733-4152

1–10 � Merry-Time Festival of the
Trees
More than 2 dozen decorated trees
sponsored by organizations or
businesses & raffled off. Maritime
Museum. 743-5958.

1, 7–8, 14–15, 21–22 � Hazelwood
Holiday
The rich history of the Martin Family
and Christmas' past. 12–4pm. Green
Bay. 437-1840

1, 7–8, 14–15, 21–22 � Timm House
Christmas
Join us in this historic, Victorian home
for “The Music of Christmas.” Rooms
will feature décor based on Christmas
Carols. 1–4pm. New Holstein Historical
Society. 948–7748. 

3 � FoxValleyaires Barbershop
Bistro
Dinner and Christmas Music in the
Barbershop Style. 5:30–9pm. Grand
Meridian, Appleton. 734-9495

4 � A Christmas Carol
7:30pm. Fox Cities Performing Arts
Center. 730-3760. 

4 � Holiday Barbershop Bistro
Dinner Show
The Fox Valleyaires & the Neenah-
Menasha Roundtable Kiwanis’ 14th
annual dinner show. 6:30pm. Grand
Meridian, Appleton. 766-1861. 

Tickets:
ON SALE BEGINNING MON., NOV. 18.
$10, ADULTS;  $8, STUDENTS & SENIORS

WED. DEC. 18; 7:30PM
THURS. DEC. 19; 7:30PM
FRI., DEC. 20; 5&8PM

The Choirs at North present
Holiday Classics XXVIII

Appleton North High School Auditorium
For ticket information call 920-997-3994

Or buy online at www.aasd.k12.wi.us/north/

Holiday Happenings
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5–8 � Christmas Stars 2013
Broadway-style revue featuring
a cast of two hundred fifty
singers. 7pm. Xavier High
School, Appleton. 733-8840. 

6 � A Festival of Nine
Lessons & Carols
Appleton Boychoir performance.
7pm. Lawrence Memorial
Chapel. 955-2224.

6 � Community Christmas
Event
Live mannequin windows, the
Rudolph Run, ice carving,
carolers, hand bell choir & more.
5:30pm. Downtown Neenah.
722-1920.

6–7 � UW-Manitowoc
Lakeshore Ensemble Festival
of Christmas
Christmas Intrada & Celebration,
Festival of Christmas Children’s
Choir & Tom Zalaski as narrator.
7:30pm. Capitol Civic Center,
Manitowoc. 683-2184. 

7 � Breakfast With Santa
Tickets must be purchased by
Nov 27. 8:30–11am. Thompson
Community Center, Appleton.
225-1700.

7 � Holiday Art and Craft Fair
9am–2pm. Fox Valley Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship,
Appleton. 731-0849.

7 � Bergstrom-Mahler Museum
Holiday Open House
Flameworked glass
demonstrations by Beth Wenger
Johnstone & Jenna Larson.
10am–1pm. Neenah. 751-4658

7 � Holiday Make & Take
Kids will make 8 gifts and wrap
them with assistance of volunteers.
9am–1pm. Mosquito Hill Nature
Center, New London. 779-6433

7 � Children’s Christmas Gift
Workshop
Kids will leave with 6 gifts wrapped
& ready to give. 9:30–11:30am;
1–3pm. Heckrodt Wetland
Reserve, Menasha. 720-9349.

Sugar Plums 
& Sweet Treats
The fantasy of childhood Christmas dreams comes
to life Nov. 22 when the Paine Art Center and
Gardens opens its Nutcracker in the Castle exhibit.

The Paine’s Nutcracker story keeps the central
characters of the frequently staged ballet while
adapting the scenes to flow from room to room of
the historic mansion. The castle nearly overflows
with magnificent Christmas decorations, more
than 70 Christmas trees, winter wonderland
scenes and music.

If you take an actor-guided tour, you will enjoy
performances by live ballet dancers and musicians
from the Valley Academy of the Arts to
complement the experience.

“Children absolutely love the land of sweets,”
Trina Woldt, director of marketing at the Paine,
says of the year-to-year favorite room. “Tamara's

the Cake Guru does a wonderful job in creating a stunning display of cakes and other sweet treats to
bring to life the sweets that Clara and her Nutcracker prince may have dined on.”

Tamara’s the Cake Guru, an award-winning Oshkosh cake decorating company, will also be
contributing to the new Sugar Plum Fairy Cupcake Factory. This will be a child's fantasy as the new
Conservatory becomes a Cupcake Factory that is sure to delight and surprise.

Nutcracker in the Castle is runs through Jan. 6, 2014. Self-guided tours are available M–Sa,
11am–4pm, and self-guided candlelight tours are offered from 4:30–7:30pm, W–F. Actor-guided
tours are offered Saturdays from 5–8pm and Sundays from Noon–3:30pm with an additional
performance on December 26 from 5–8pm.

Tours begin every 30 minutes and last one hour.
— by Rachel Martens

TO OUR TALENTED
CUSTOMERS PERFORMING
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

Valley Academy for the Arts
at The Paine Art Center, Oshkosh
• November 23–January 5

Makaroff Youth Ballet 
at Lawrence University’s Stansbury
Theater, Appleton
• December 7 & 8

Northeastern Wisconsin 
Dance Organization
at Meyer Theater, Green Bay
• December 13–15

Jean Wolfmeyer School of Dance
at Capitol Civic Center, Manitowoc
• December 20–22

Visit www.danceofappleton.com
for more information.

225 EAST COLLEGE AVENUE
DOWNTOWN APPLETON

920.749.0305
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All Aboard for the Holidays
The Polar Express isn’t just a train ride, Bob Lettenberger says, it’s an
experience.

The National Railroad Museum’s annual production of The Polar Express
brings the classic Christmas tale to life in a multi-faceted experience.
Participants explore the Festival of Trees in the Lenfestey Center before
the show. Children play Reindeer Games, including Mr. Snowman’s Big
Snowball Toss, see the Hot Chocolate Dance and enjoy a cup of hot

chocolate before a dramatic
reading of the original Polar
Express book.

When the Polar Express itself
is ready to leave the station,
the conductor calls, “All
aboard!” and participants join
the train crew on an
expedition to the North Pole.

On board the train, the crew
provides a host of
entertainment including
songs, pointing out sights,

and handing out chocolates & sleigh bells for the children.

“It’s really just a neat, fun train ride for everyone to participate in,”
Lettenberger says.

When the train arrives in the North Pole, each child will have the
chance to visit Santa before he embarks on his trip around the world.

The Polar Express is a massive undertaking for the National Railroad
Museum. On Nov.  1, the entire staff and a host of volunteers spent the
day unloading a full 53’ semi-trailer of decorations and using them to
bring the Festival of Trees to life. On a single day when the shows are
running, Lettenberger says there are 30–40 staff members working and the
kitchen brews over 30 gallons of hot chocolate.

Unfortunately, the Polar Express has limited seats. Tickets go on sale on
July 25 each year and for the 2013 season, the premium class tickets sold
out in nine and a half hours.

“Circle July 25th, 2014 on your calendar in big red marker, because that’s
when the tickets will go on sale and when you can grab them,”
Lettenberger advises.

When asked what children love most about the program, Lettenberger
struggled to pick one aspect.

“Coming somewhere in their pajamas, drinking hot chocolate. The train
ride is a big deal and of course seeing Santa,” he says. “It’s just a really
happy time.”

Visit nationalrrmuseum.org to learn more about The Polar Express.

— by Rachel Martens

430 E Northland Ave,  Appleton     920-731-2913
Mon–Fri 10am–7pm; Sat & Sun 10am–4pm

www.theframeworkshop.com

Holiday Trunk Show
November 22–24
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7 � Winter Wonderland 
The Fox Valley Sweet Adelines chorus
with a ballet performance by Valley
Academy of Arts. 7pm. James W.
Perry Hall, Menasha. 982-5639

7–8 � Makaroff Youth Ballet
Holiday Concert, feat. "The
Little Match Girl"
This heartwarming story by Hans
Christian Andersen about a little girl
& her Christmas wish. 7, 1 & 7pm; 8,
2pm. Stansbury Theatre @ Lawrence
University, Appleton. 257-8288. 

7, 14, 21 � Spirit of Christmas
Past
Local performers, historical dancing,
holiday baking & more. 12–6pm.
Heritage Hill State Historical Park,
Green Bay. 448-5150.

10 � Old Fashioned Christmas
The Fox Valleyaires Chorus & quartets
offer you a warm & inspirational
Christmas program. 7pm. Perry Hall,
Menasha. 734-9495.

12–15 � Christmas Stars 2013
Broadway-style revue featuring
holiday music performed by a cast of
250 singers. Th–F, 7pm; Sa, 1 & 7pm;
Su, 1pm. Xavier High School,
Appleton. 733-8840. 

13–14 � Doc Severinsen’s Jingle
Bell Doc
Holiday concert featuring the Fox
Valley Symphony & community choir.
7:30–10pm. Fox Cities Performing
Arts Center. 730-3760.

13–14 � Holiday Pops
Popular Christmas tunes w/ the
Dudley Birder Chorale. 7:30pm.
Weidner Center for the Performing
Arts, Green Bay. 435-3465.

13–15 � The Green Bay
Nutcracker Ballet
The Northeastern Wisconsin Dance
Organization presents the area's only
full-length version of the Nutcracker.
F, 7pm; Sa, 1 & 7pm; Su, 1pm. 
Meyer Theatre, Green Bay. 
433-9510. 

14 � Green Apple Folk Holiday
Concert
Local performers will each share their
favorite songs of the season in a
family-friendly setting. 7:30pm.
Mosquito Hill Nature Center, New
London. 982-2890.

14 � “Yuletide Carols” Lawrence
Academy of Music Girl Choir
2 & 7pm. Lawrence Memorial Chapel.
832-7038.

15 � Neenah Community Band
Christmas Concert 
2–3pm. UWFox Valley. 886-6060.

15 � Mannheim Steamroller
Christmas
Grammy Award winner Chip Davis
has created a show that features the
beloved Christmas music of
Mannheim Steamroller along w/
dazzling multimedia effects
performed in an intimate setting.
7:00pm. Weidner Center, Green Bay.
494-3401. 

18–21 � Knights on Broadway
“Christmas w/ the Knights”
7:30pm. Michel’s Commons @ St.
Norbert College, De Pere. 403-3010.

21 � Christmas at the Chapel
newVoices celebrates the true
meaning of the season w/ the most-
loved Christmas songs, audience
sing-alongs & candle-lit finale. 2pm &
7:30pm. Lawrence Memorial Chapel,
Appleton. 832-9700.

21 � A Brass & Organ Christmas
Classical Christmas music w/ the
Green Bay Symphony Orchestra. St.
John the Evangelist Church, Green
Bay. 7:30–10pm. 435-3465.

22 � Oak Ridge Boys Christmas 
40th Anniversary Tour. Weidner
Center, Green Bay. 494-3401. 

31 � Noodles Around the World
Discover how different cultures ring in
the New Year & make special art
projects. 9–5pm. Building for Kids
Children’s Museum, Appleton. 
734-3226.

A Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2013, 7PM
Lawrence Memorial Chapel

“35th Anniversary Season” Spring Concert
SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2014, 7PM
Fox Cities Performing Arts Center

For more information or to purchase
tickets, please call
(920) 955-ABCI (2224),
visit www.appletonboychoir.com
or email info@appletonboychoir.com.

Appleton Boychoir
2013-14 SEASON

Appleton Boychoir
2013-14 SEASON
Celebrating 35 Years!
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Winter Wonderland
Recall the spirits of holidays past

with locally made, seasonal gifts and
decor from The Vintage Garden.

You will find refreshed antiques,
primitives and vintage-inspired home
décor. Our family team specializes in

the {unique} with handpainted
furniture, whimsical garden art,

accessories and chic home décor.
Tu, W & F, 10am–5pm; Th,

10am–7pm; Sa, 10am–4pm; Su,
10am–2pm. 119 E. College Ave.,
Downtown Appleton. 407-1366.

www.thevintagegardenappleton.com 

�

A Holiday Original
Set your home apart and celebrate the season with

The Wreath Factory’s signature mix of pine,
cedar and balsam. Each wreath is accented with

seeded Eucalyptus, bay leaf and a hand-tied bow to
create a fragrant, holiday original you won’t find
anywhere else. Hours: M–F, 10–6; Sa, 10–5; Su,

11–4. 220 Main St., Menasha. 886-9989.
wreathfactoryonline.com

�

It’s the Box 
That Counts!

A leader in outstanding
imported clothing, jewelry
and unique gift items,
Vagabond Imports searches
the globe so you don’t have
to! These handmade boxes
from Poland’s Tatra Mountain
region are constructed of
seasoned Linden wood and

decorated using brass and copper inlays and hand burning and
staining techniques. 113 E. College Ave., Downtown
Appleton. 731-2885. vagabondimports.com

�

Where Old Meets New…
And vintage meets boutique. Vintique is a
unique, sophisticated downtown boutique
devoted to every fashionista’s needs. We

specialize in stylish new dresses, jackets, jeans
and skirts that you won’t find anywhere else!
Featuring vintage pieces & accessories dating
from the ’20s. New home decor and gifts too!
131 W. Wisconsin Ave., Neenah. 727-7060.

www.vintiqueboutique.com. Find us on
Facebook!

�

Premiere Pizza
Butch’s Pizza, where customers quickly become friends, has
been serving the Fox Valley since 1968. Butch’s home-style

pizza, subs, fish and
more can be enjoyed 
in our restaurant, by
delivery, picked up
ready-to-eat or baked 
at home. Open Su–Th,
11am–9pm; F & Sa,
11am–10:30pm. 
510 W. Kimberly Ave.,
Kimberly. 788-3592.
www.butchs–pizza.com

�

Easy Cheesy Holiday Gifts
Locally owned & operated for five
generations, Lamers Dairy takes 
the stress out of holiday gift giving.
Choose from a selection of gift boxes
featuring Wisconsin cheese & other
delicious Wisconsin products, or let us

create a custom gift just for you. 
Shipping and on-line ordering available.

N410 Speel School Rd., Appleton. 
920-830-0980. lamersdairyinc.com

Joyous Music of the Season
The Hearthstone Historic House Museum

presents A Musical Victorian Christmas from
November 30 to January 15 during regular tour
hours. The December 6, 13, 20 and 27 evening

tours from 6–8pm we will feature musical
entertainment for your enjoyment. Admission:
Adults, $7; AAA/Seniors, $6; Children, $4.
625 W. Prospect Ave., Appleton. 730-8204.

www.hearthstonemuseum.org

�

Dear Santa, 
I’ve Been A Good Dog

...for the perfect gift from 
Lucy’s Closet Pet Boutique. We have

everything a dog desires, from coats and
collars, to toys and treats. We have

seasonal and holiday items for people
who love cats and dogs. Pets

Welcome! 129 W. Wisconsin Ave.,
Downtown Neenah. Hours: Tu–F,

10am–6pm; Sa, 10am–3pm.
lucysclosetpetboutique.com

       showcase

�

�
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For the Football Fan
You’ll want to put this one at the top of
your tree! Each ornament is carefully

crafted and signed by artist M.J. Weidert,
and comes gift boxed and ready to give!
Stop by the Wild Apple Glass Studio

this holiday season and see the glass
ornaments being made in the working
studio. 210 Main St., Menasha. 886-6636.
Open 7 days per week in November and

December: M–F, 10–5:30; Sa & Su, 10–4;
or shop online at

www.wildapplegallery.com. 

�

Celebrating 20 fabYULEous years!
One of the Midwest’s premiere holiday attractions,

Christmas Stars is a Broadway-style revue featuring more than 250
performers. The 20th anniversary

show will include eye-popping
production numbers, a re-
creation of New York’s

famous Christmas parade
and an all-new “Living

Nativity” finale.
Performances are
December 5–15 at

Xavier Fine Arts Theatre
in Appleton. For tickets,

call 733-8840 or go to
www.christmasstars.org or

wwwshowtix4u.com.

�

Deck Your Halls
Create the perfect mood
for your holiday gathering
with decorations and
seasonal accents from
The Gathered Earth.
Browse our collection of
artistic and tradition
inspired accessories for 
the perfect piece to

complement your holiday decor. Conveniently located at Lowney’s
Landscaping Center, 6064 N. Richmond St., Appleton. 733-2560.  
Facebook@The Gathered Earth/www.lowneyslandscaping.com.

�

The Perfect Gift…
for the chocolate-lover on your
list! Vande Walle’s Candies,
is celebrating their 25th year
in the Fox River Valley,
creating confections from

scratch with the finest
ingredients. Appleton’s destination for

indulgent treats offers everything from salted caramels
and handcrafted truffles to award-winning wrapped caramels. Visit us
M–F, 7am–9pm; Sa, 7am–6pm; Su, 10am–6pm. 400 N. Mall Dr.,
Appleton. 920-738-7799. www.vandewallecandies.com

�

Creative Cuisine
Welcome to Osorio’s Latin Fusion, experience eclectic
entrees created by our chef team while relaxing an upscale,

casual atmosphere. Happy hour from 3–6pm featuring
handcrafted cocktails. A large gluten-free menu compliments

our daily specials. Express Lunch menu M–F, 11am–3pm
starting at $6! Located between the Fox River Mall and

Timber Rattler Stadium. M–Th, 11am–9pm; F & Sa, 
11am–10pm; Su, 11am–8pm. 1910 N. Casaloma Dr.,

Appleton. 955-3766. osorioslatinfusion.com.

�
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BIG 
How to keep the holiday spread
from adding to yours

By Sean P. Johnson

Chris Dearing loves cooking for the holidays. 
Thanksgiving is the big event for Dearing,

where he will prepare for a small group - about 10
to 12 people - consisting of family and friends.
That includes friends who make an annual
pilgrimage from New York to spend the holiday
weekend with him. 

Of course, he likes to put together a holiday
feast with all the trimmings: Turkey, stuffing, green
bean casserole, mashed potatoes with butter and
cream and, one of his personal favorites, cornbread
made with bacon grease. 

“When I cook for the holidays, I go all out,”
says Dearing, who is an account executive with
Wisconsin Public Radio. “Thanksgiving is really
the big one for me.”

That’s going to change this year. Dearing will
still be hosting a Thanksgiving get together, and
he will still prepare a festive holiday feast. But this
year he will place an emphasis on creating a meal
that not only looks and tastes good, but is also
healthier than previous years. 

“I love all of that stuff, which is going to make
it really hard,” Dearing says. “then again, who wants
to eat a 2,000 calorie meal and feel terrible later?”

Dearing’s dilemma has become increasingly
prevalent. As the holidays approach, nostalgia and
tradition permeate the season. Many of those
traditions are food traditions, with memories tied
to dishes that have been passed down through
generations. 

At the same time, many Fox Cities residents
have adopted healthier lifestyles, which can often
create a conflict when it comes to making grandma’s

cookies or a great aunt’s Swedish meatballs. 
But it doesn’t have to, says Lawrence London,

the executive chef for Thedacare and a co-owner
of Big Tomatoes restaurant. 

While the holiday season certainly poses a
conflict between living a healthy lifestyle and the
family food traditions many associate with the
holidays, there are several steps you can take to
enjoy your holiday meals without paying for it in
the first part of the new year, he says. 

The “too easy” answer is watching your
portions, he says, which, while good advice, does
not fully address the challenge. 

“It is the holidays, and it is a special time
where we indulge in a lot of traditions,” London
says. “With some of these traditional recipes, there
is just no way to make them ‘healthy.’ It’s OK to
have them, just watch out for how much.”

The rest of the solution comes down to
understanding how you can make the dishes that
folks love without relying on the ingredients that
will folks will regret later - primarily salt, fat and
sugar. London says our reliance on processed foods
has hampered our creativity in the kitchen and
clogged our palettes from really tasting food. 

To truly create a holiday feast balanced
between traditional treats and good health,
London advises getting back to basics in the
kitchen, dusting off original recipes and looking
for opportunities to go back to a dishes’ original
ingredients, or look for opportunities to use
healthier ingredients. 

Mashed potatoes, for example, are a staple of
holiday meals. Instead of using cream and butter -

otherwise known as fat - why not olive oil and a
little chicken broth? The potatoes will taste the
same if not better, and the fats have been reduced. 

Chances are, no one will notice the difference,
says Lisa Lang Riegel, a Fox Cities-area dentist and
dedicated foodie. Riegel not only hosts family
gatherings of more than 20 people during the
holiday season, she also throws a martini party
featuring many traditional and requested favorites. 

Riegel collects reams of recipes in three-ring
binders in her kitchen and keeps detailed notes of
each party and the items on the menu. 

Those attending have never noticed the
addition of healthier ingredients to some of her
recipes. 

“I make a classic seven-layer salad that is
requested year after year,” she says. “I replaced the
mayonnaise and most the sugar with Greek yogurt
and no one has noticed the difference.” 

In addition to altering recipes, Riegel has
added several healthier options along side some of
the classic dishes she has not found a way to alter.
Duck poppers and butternut squash soup shooters
may be on the menu alongside a family recipe for
a pineapple upside down cake. 

Riegel has even found ways to improve upon
her baking recipes, though she admits that’s harder
to do. Still, she has cut back on refined sugar
where she can and will add yogurt, nuts and grains. 

“There are some things I won’t change, but
I’m also making sure to use some healthier recipes
when planning the menu,” Riegel says. 

Providing healthy options alongside those
standard treats is one way to help folks balance

Dining

The                Spread
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their holiday eating, especially since the holidays throw many people
out of the normal routines they follow to maintain a healthy lifestyle,
says Debbie Stone, a dietician with Thedacare. 

“People are on the run and it gets real hard to stay balanced,” Stone
says. “When it comes to food, if we can choose some of the healthier
things first, then that will slow us down before we get to the sweets.”

Stone has some other practical tips as well, namely remembering to
get enough rest, eating sensibly throughout the day and trying to
schedule time for exercise and stress management throughout the season. 

“Try and set your days up so you are less likely to indulge once you
get to the party,” she says. 

For Dearing, some of the choices he will make this year are being
driven by a recent conversation with his physician, and a change from
what he describes as “a pretty hedonistic lifestyle.” 

He’s trying to live - and eat - a lot healthier. As he plans the menu
for the upcoming holidays, he is considering how he can alter some of
his recipes to make them healthier while still offering folks the classic
dishes they associate with the holiday meal. 

“This is the first time we will be preparing a holiday meal since we
made this lifestyle change,” he says, noting he can already anticipate
some changes to the green bean casserole and concedes he probably
doesn’t need the bacon grease for his cornbread. 

“I’m never going to stop making some of the traditional things, but
I can learn to make them better,” he says.

Lisa Lang Riegel’s Seven Layer Salad
(Revised to reduce fat)

Dill Buttermilk-Yogurt Dressng

1 cup plain Greek yogurt
3/4 cup mayo
1/2 cup butter dill
1/2 tsp onion powder
1/2 tsp garlic powder
1 tsp lemon juice
1 tsp minced chives, flatleaf parsley
and mint
1½-2 Tbsp dried dill weed 

Mix all together with beaters. (If too thick, add a little more
buttermilk to correct consistency.)

In a deep 9X13 pan, spread out 1½ bags salad mix of your choice.

Layer: Thin red onion slices
Cucumber slices
Frozen peas
Shredded carrots

Top veggies with dill dressing, sprinkle crumbled cook bacon (about 8
slices) and diced tomatoes. On the very top, spread out 8 ounces of
shredded mozzella cheese. 

Refrigerate 4 hours

Larry London’s Holiday Bread Pudding
Yield:  12 servings

Ingredients:
2½ cups Almond Milk
6 Large Eggs, whites only
1/3 cup Agave Nectar 
1 tsp. Vanilla Extract 
1/2 tsp. Freshly Grated Lemon Zest 
1/4 tsp. Ground Nutmeg 
1 tsp. Cinnamon
6 cups diced whole wheat bread cubes

IL Angolo is the ideal place to celebrate
the Mediterranean Feast, creating for
you the most diverse and original
dishes prepared with recipes of each
region, specialized in high grade cuts
and the freshest catch of the day,
prepared with the best selection of

local herbs and spices, fresh produce from the local farmer’s
market, as well as imported ingredients and artisan products.

Celebrate the holiday season with us, IL Angolo is the perfect
place to create a memorable occasion! 

continued on page 28

                



∂ Find more holiday recipes at www.foxcitiesevents.com.
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ask Chef Jeff

More on the Web

∂ Go to foxcitiesmagazine.com for Chef Jeff’s Steak Butter recipe.

What’s the best way to home-cook a steak so it turns out
restaurant quality? ––Melissa, Grand Chute

My friends in the restaurant business would much prefer if you keep
going out for steaks, but I will share my thoughts for the rare occasion
you choose to prepare your own at home.

First, buy the best piece of meat you can afford. We are blessed in the
Fox Valley with several excellent meat markets and specialty stores.

Season your steak several hours before cooking it to allow the
flavors to penetrate the meat. Seasoning in the morning

for dinner that evening works best. Allow
steaks to come to room temperature for
about 30 minutes before grilling.

To get a good crust on a steak, you need a
really hot grill. I ALWAYS spray my
steaks with pan spray before grilling. Pan

spray allows the heat of the grill grates to
sear the steak nicely and will prevent it from sticking

to the grill. Grill the steaks to one level of doneness below your
desired doneness as the heat from the cooked steak will carry-over one
full doneness (like medium-rare to medium).

Allow the steak to rest for about 10 minutes to relax the fiber of the
meat which will help retain moisture during the eating process.

Last, but not least, brush the steak with a little steak butter or similar
dressing to give it that little perk-up as you eat it. Enjoy!

Q.

A.

4 Tbs. Craisins
1/4 cup Walnuts, roasted, chopped
1/2 cup cooked Quinoa

Method:
Heat almond milk in a saucepan over medium-low heat until just hot.
Whisk egg whites in a large bowl until blended; gradually whisk in agave
nectar.  Slowly whisk the hot milk into the eggs until blended. Whisk in
vanilla, lemon zest, cinnamon and nutmeg.  Add bread, craisins, cooked
quinoa and walnuts to the liquid mixture; gently fold together. 

Gently brush some vegetable oil on the inside of a 2 qt. baking dish.
Sprinkle a small amount of sugar into baking dish and rotate dish around to
evenly sugar coat the baking dish.  Fill with bread pudding mixture.  Set
pan in a water bath and bake in a 350 degree oven until the pudding is
browned on top and set in the center, 1 to 1 1/4 hours.  Cool for at least 45
minutes. To serve, cut into 12 pieces and serve warm with winter fruit and
nut compote. 

Warm Fruit and Nut Compote

Ingredients:
1 lb. Pears, peeled, diced fine
1/4 cup Agave Nectar
4 Tbs. Craisins
1/4 cup Walnuts, toasted, chopped
1/4 cup Pumpkin Seeds
1/2 cup Water

Method:  Sauté pears in 1 tsp. of canola oil in a hot pan until they begin to
caramelize. Add remaining ingredients and cook to a syrup consistency.
Keep warm and use to top bread pudding.



November 2013 | foxcitiesmagazine.com | 29

                                                                   where to dine
Antojitos Mexicanos
207 N. Richmond St., Appleton. 380-0244.
A family-owned restaurant in downtown Appleton
serving authentic Mexican cuisine. Come in and
check out our new food and drink menus! Be sure to
try the guacamole, which is made right in front of
your eyes. Our dining room might be small, but we
guarantee that the flavors will be BIG! Happy hour
M–Th, 3–6pm, featuring homemade sangria and
fruity drinks. Mondays and Wednesdays are 2-4-1
house margaritas all day! Come in for our lunch
specials, starting at $5.99, M–F, 11am–2:30pm. Open
M–Sa, 11am–9pm; closed Sunday. We also offer
carry out!

Carmella’s: an Italian Bistro
716 N. Casaloma Dr., Appleton. 882-4044.
Authentic Italian cuisine in a European style setting
with a lively atmosphere and welcoming staff. Enjoy
pastas, entrees, appetizers, salads and sandwiches any
time of day. Divine desserts are made in house and
the wine list spotlights Italian wines. We offer a
private dining area for small groups, and off-site
catering. Winner of seven 2013 FOX CITIES
Magazine Golden Fork Awards, including Best
Overall. Su–Th, 11am–9pm; F & Sa, 11am–10pm.
Reservations accepted for parties of 6 or more.
carmellasbistro.com

GingeRootz Asian Grille
2920 N. Ballard Rd., Appleton. 738-9688.
Winner of the 2013 FOX CITIES Magazine’s
Golden Fork Award for Best Asian Food! Discover
how the finest ingredients come together to create a
new world of flavor. Stop in for lunch or dinner in
our contemporary dining area, or relax with a drink
in the Zen Lounge. Have a special event on the
horizon? From business meetings to birthdays, our
banquet room will spice up any party. Relax on our
new heated patio! Open daily 11am–9:30pm; bar
open 11am–close; Happy Hour, M–Th, 4–7pm with
complimentary appetizers with drinks.
gingerootz.com

High Cliff Restaurant, Banquets & Catering
W5095 Golf Course Rd., Sherwood. 989-1050.
There are exciting changes happening at High Cliff
Restaurant! We’re offering a brand new menu and

have done some remodeling. Now is a great time to
join our Cliff Club. Members receive free appetizers,
meals, desserts and beer, as well as daily drink
specials and discounts on lunch, sunday brunch and
catering. Ask your server for details. Hours: W–Th,
4:30–8pm; F–Sa, 4:30–9pm; Su, 9:30am–1pm &
4:30–8pm. For menus and entertainment schedule,
go to highcliffrestaurant.com

Mi Casa Mexican Grill
2190 S. Memorial Dr., Appleton. 731-6200.
Enjoy Mexican cuisine made using family recipes
influenced by the Veracruz, Oaxaca & Puebla
regions of Mexico, including homemade tamales
and soups. The Mole sauce has been handed down
for generations. Family run, we offer daily specials
and the grill and smoker are always fired up and
ready. Our full bar features homemade tamarind &
Jamaica margaritas. Enjoy a meal or drink on our
patio. Open M, W–Su at 11am. Closed on Tuesdays.
micasamexicangrill.com. 

Sai Ram Indian Cuisine
253 W. Northland Ave., Appleton. 733-3003.
One of the finest authentic Indian restaurants in the
Midwest and winner of seven FOX CITIES
Magazine Golden Fork awards for “Best Indian
Food.” We offer a menu of options from vegan and
vegetarian, to chicken, lamb, seafood and beef. All
dishes are prepared fresh to suit your taste. Not a
curry fan? No problem! Try our famous tandoori or
biryani dishes in our newly remodeled candlelit
dining room. Lunch: M–Sa, 11am–2pm. Dinner:
M–Th, 4:30–9pm; F & Sa, 4:30–9:30pm.
www.SaiRamCuisine.com

Stuc’s Pizza
110 N. Douglas St., Appleton. 735-9272.
1395 W. American Dr., Menasha. 725-2215.
With twelve Golden Fork awards to our name,
including 2009’s “Best Gourmet Pizza,” you can’t do
better than Stuc’s for great pizza in a casual, family-
friendly environment. Famous for our Chicago-style
deep-dish pies, we also make a mean New York-style
hand-tossed, and a crispy thin crust. Sit back with a
beer or glass of wine, and see why our pizza is “The
Good Mood Food.” Or, dig into a calzone or one of
our many pasta dishes. Our second location is now

open on Hwy. CB and American Dr., right off of
Hwys. 10-441 – we’re spreading the good mood!
stucs.net

Van Abel’s of Hollandtown
8108 Cty. Hwy. D, Kaukauna. 766-2291.
A Valley & Green Bay favorite since 1848, Van
Abel’s is located 12 miles from Hwy. 441 and five
miles east of Kaukauna on Cty. Rd CE. Serving fish
fries Tu–F & all-you-can-eat broasted chicken
Tu–Sa evening and all day Sunday. Banquet
facilities and rooms for 50 to 500-plus to serve your
party, wedding or business engagement. Catering &
carryout available. Tu–Th & Sa, 4:30–9pm; F,
11am–1pm & 4–9:30pm; Su, 11am–8pm.
www.vanabels.com

Vince Lombardi’s Steakhouse
333 W. College Ave., Appleton. 733-8000.
Located inside the Radisson Paper Valley Hotel.
Honored with the NFL’s Most Valuable Property
(MVP) Award in 2009. Extraordinary Steaks,
Superb Wines and Legendary Service. Enjoy world-
class dining set among Coach Lombardi’s personal
memorabilia and classic photos. Experience a
commitment to excellence in food, beverage and
service that is commensurate with the standards of
our namesake. The award-winning restaurant
features extraordinary USDA prime cuts of beef and
a wine list that Wine Spectator Magazine has named
“one of the most outstanding in the world.”
www.vincelombardisteakhouse.com

Zuppas
1540 S. Commercial St., Neenah. 720-5045.
Our top-flight chef team led by Chef Peter Kuenzi,
urban cafeteria setting, and penchant for local
ingredients ensure that your food is creative, fresh
and ready fast. For breakfast, lunch and dinner,
Zuppas Café offers chef-prepared soups, sandwiches,
salads and more. Enjoy handcrafted pastries and
desserts with coffee or take home a variety of fresh
prepared salads and entrees from our deli. Our Green
Room is perfect for your personal or business
gathering. M–F, 8am–8pm; Sa, 11am–3pm; closed
Su. Visit zuppas.com for daily specials.

APPLETON
201 W. Northland Ave. 996.0983

KIMBERLY
N474 Eisenhower Dr.  830.6605

NEENAH
878 Fox Point Plaza  969.1480

DE PERE – EL MAYA 
1620 Lawrence Dr.  337.0552

www.goelazteca.com
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        the place we call home
Area photographers share their vision of  Indulgence

Shannon Van Grinsven of PeoplePaperPrints, AppletonAmy Gaerthofner of Ardent Photography, Neenah

Penny Grissman of Penny Grissman Photography, Little ChuteBrenda Spaude of 44inc., De Pere

Like us on Facebook and vote for your favorite photo each month.






